


a long time.  
 
He said a new streetscape will help create an identity for downtown and highlight businesses. 
 
"The goals really are to give us a standardized streetscape that is attractive," Mariani said. "We really 
want to green up the streetscapes, too." 
 
Kain said some of the streetscape will mimic what has already been done on East Wayne Street.  
 
The new sidewalks will be safer because the old bricks were becoming trip hazards for pedestrians, he 
said. Shorter light poles and new planters will provide an opportunity for more flags, banners and 
decorations such as holiday lighting. 
 
Mariani said the locations and sizes of the planters are being carefully planned to give restaurants more 
room for sidewalk cafes. The current benches on the street and some of the trash cans also will be 
moved around, Kain said. The city also wants to have public art such as sculptures on the street in the 
future, Kain said. 
 
Mariani said contractors Rieth-Riley Construction are on an accelerated construction schedule and will 
be working on Saturdays. 
 
He said the goal is to minimize the impact to local businesses and finish as much as possible by the 
second University of Notre Dame home football game. When the project is completed, Mariani said, no 
parking spaces will be lost on the street. 
 
In addition to the streetscape, the city is also performing some underground work on Michigan Street. 
Carl Littrell, city engineer, said HRP  
 
Construction has been awarded a $2.64 million contract to upgrade aging utilities in the area. The 
contract includes pipes, electrical and telecommunications conduit.  
 
Littrell said a lot of this infrastructure has been in place for 30 years and needs to be replaced. 

  




