
WNIT is 
putting more 

“public” in public 
broadcasting with 

its renovated space in 
downtown South Bend. 

Also more “broadcasting.”
The station has been 

moving from its Elkhart head-
quarters to the former WSBT 

building since April, beginning 
with office staff and production, 

with the studio operational in July.
An open house on Aug. 28, dur-

ing ArtBeat, will welcome the public 
through the revolving door moving at 
Lafayette and Jefferson into the warm, 
contemporary artful space the station 
fashioned as a community center.

“What we wanted to create was 
a community destination center — 
something that would represent the 
‘public’ part of public media, which is 
what we are,” says Mary Pruess, presi-
dent and general manager. “There’s a 
lot of room for interpretation.”

There’s a lot more room for just 
about everything in the concrete-
and-steel structure that doubles 
WNIT’s previous space and 
brings together the studio and 
offices. 

Plans for new space started some 
seven years ago. Schurz Communica-
tions, moving to new headquarters in 
Mishawaka, offered the building in 
2008. 

The Troyer Group architects de-
signed the renovation, and the Hol-
laday Corporation managed construc-
tion. The work took more than a year. 

Two stories totaling 30,000 square 
feet have been renovated, with an-
other 10,000 square feet available in 
the basement for expansion. The stu-
dio has been restored to its 50 by 80 
feet, the largest public broadcasting 
studio in the state with room to leave 
sets standing and seat live audiences.

The wood-paneled walls and earth-
toned carpeting warms the contempo-
rary design and welcomes visitors. 

“They think TV, they think high-
tech and then you’ve got glass and 
chrome,” Pruess says. “I didn’t want 
that. I wanted people to feel at home 
here.

“We’re easy to find. We can host 

things. We have meetings. We can cre-
ate partnerships with community or-
ganizations. We can have them come 
to our facility.”

A community room can hold 130 
people seated, 250 standing, for 
events, sometimes connected to WNIT 
shows. New technology frees the sta-
tion to reach into new areas.

“We’re going to be expanding on 
our signal,” says Angel Hernandez, 
vice president for production. “We’re 
going to be going into another chan-
nel. Now you have the possibility of 
welcoming guest professors, guest ex-
perts, guest businesspeople.

“We can roll out a camera and roll it 
right into the community room. It’s so 
convenient. It’s right there.”

For example, a Notre Dame profes-
sor could provide follow-up in the 
room to a NOVA show on the solar 
system, or people could gather for po-
litical discussions as the election ap-
proaches in the fall.

WNIT also will be able to broadcast 
live from anywhere in Michiana — 
festivals, town hall meetings, “go right 
to where the public is,” Hernandez 
says. 

“This is a new generation of 
media,” Preuss says. “Old analog 
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The exterior of the newly renovated WNIT 
building, on Lafayette St. in downtown 
South Bend. Photo illustration
by Tim Stonecipher.
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broadcast TV is now no longer. With 
digital broadcasting comes other 
ways of disseminating information. 
It’s not just a TV station.”

Later this year, a block of pro-
gramming from across the state, 
called the Indiana Channel, will become part of the Mi-
chiana Channel. 

WNIT-produced specials include “Raising an Ameri-
can Legend,” about the American Countryside Farmers 
Market; “Farm Fresh to You,” about fruit farming in 
southwest Michigan; and “Kicking the Notes the To-
radze Way,” about Alexander Toradze, founder of the 
Toradze Piano Studio at Indiana University South Bend.

“We’re Michiana’s storytellers,” says Roger Chrastil, 
corporate communications specialist.  “If it wasn’t for 
WNIT, the story wouldn’t be told.”

“We want our viewers to get the information they 
need,” Hernandez agrees. “Community is No. 1.”  

(Left) A control room 
at the new WNIT 
building.  (Below) 
The studio in the 

new WNIT building 
boasts the largest 

studio in the state.
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KARE  Services assist the  elderly to live as 
independently and as safely as possible in their  
own familiar environment – whether that is in a  

retirement community or in their own home.
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Companion Care
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